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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
6,391 ,541 to Petersen et al. 

3. Regarding claims 1 and 2, Petersen teaches a device for pretreating a specimen 
comprising a single base (FIG. 1, bottom piece 26), a specimen introducing portion 
capable of liberating a nucleic acid from the specimen (FIG. 3, inlet port 64); a holding 
portion for holding the nucleic acid (FIG. 3 sample chamber 65 for holding a fluid); a 
wash storage (FIG. 3, wash chamber 66); an elute storage (FIG. 7, reagent chamber 
67); a discharging portion for discharging liquid (FIG. 3, waste chamber 68); wherein the 
specimen introducing portion, the holding portion, the wash storage, the elute storage, 
and the discharging portion are provided together on the single base (cartridge 24 
containing all the components on base 28). 

4. Regarding claims 3, Petersen teaches a device for pretreating a specimen 
comprising a single base (FIG. 1, bottom piece 26), a specimen introducing portion 
capable of liberating a nucleic acid from the specimen (FIG. 3, inlet port 64); a holding 
portion for holding the nucleic acid (FIG. 3 sample chamber 65 for holding a fluid); a 
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discharging portion for discharging a wash (FIG. 3, waste chamber 68 for receiving 
used wash solution); an extracting portion for extracting the nucleic acid (FIG. 2, 
reaction vessel 42); grooves provided on the base (various channels, col. 5 lines 46-49), 
wherein on the base, the holding portion is connected through the grooves to the 
specimen introducing portion, the discharging portion ,and the extracting portion, 
respectively (FIG. 4 shows on cartridge 24, various channels or grooves connecting the 
holding portion, specimen introducing portion, discharging portion and extracting 
portion). 

5. Regarding claim 4, Petersen teaches a device for pretreating a specimen 
comprising a single base (FIG. 1 , bottom piece 26), a specimen introducing portion 
capable of liberating a nucleic acid from the specimen (FIG. 3, inlet port 64); a holding 
portion for holding the nucleic acid (FIG. 3 sample chamber 65 for holding a fluid); a 
discharging portion for discharging a wash (FIG. 3, waste chamber 68 for receiving 
used wash solution); and wherein the specimen introducing portion, the holding portion, 
the extracting portion, and the discharging portion are provided together on the base 
(cartridge 24 on base 28). Petersen teaches an air pump (pneumatic pump, col. 6 lines 
9-10); connectors connected to the air pump (pressure nozzle, col. 16 line 8); wherein 
the extracting portion and the discharging portion are connected through the respective 
connectors to the air pump (col. 15, lines 66-67 to col. 16 line 1), and capable of 
inhaling air from the connectors so as to control a movement of the liquid on the base 
(col. 16 lines 11-17). 
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Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 

applicant's disclosure. US 6,422,249 to Certa et al. and US 6,644,104 to Pourahmadi et 

al. both teach devices for pretreating samples. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DAVID CHONG whose telephone number is (571)270- 
3718. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 7:30 AM to 
4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jill Warden can be reached on 571-272-1267. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/DC/ 



/Jill Warden/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 1797 



